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NEW NORTH AMERICAN DISTRIBUTION 
RECORDS FOR FOUR SPECIES OF 

STREPSIPTERA^ 



Victor Johnson 3 , William P. Morrison 4 

ABSTRACT: New state records are reported for Halictophagus acinus Bohartfrom Georgia 
and Kentucky, Caenocholax fenvesi Pierce from Georgia and Arizona, Elenchus koebeli 
(Pierce) from Georgia and Kentucky and Triozocera mexicana Pierce from Kansas, Arizona, 
New Mexico, and Oaxaca, Mexico. The presently known distribution and hosts of these four 
species is given. 

The known distribution of many North American Strepsiptera is very 
limited. New distribution records are most often obtained as a result of 
specimens being collected coincidental with other studies, as was the case 
with the records reported herein. While blacklight collecting in Georgia, 
Kentucky, New Mexico and Mexico, we obtained new distribution records 
for 4 species of Strepsiptera. Two new state records were found while 
examining the Strepsiptera collection at the University of Arizona. 

Halictophagus acutus Bohart (Halictophagidae) was originally de- 
scribed from Tennessee, Louisiana. Pennsylvania, the District of Columbia 
and Atzcapolzalco, D.F., Mexico (Bohart 1943). All specimens were 
parasitizing Draeculacephala spp. (Cicadellidae). No mention of this 
species has been made in the literature since the original description. 

We collected 1 male in Savannah, Georgia, September 28, 1971, with a 
blacklight trap. Five adult males were dissected from puparia on Draecula- 
cephala spp. collected during September and October, 1 975, in Lexington. 
Kentucky. Many additional male puparia, females and larvae were 
collected in Lexington. Some Draeculacephala specimens had multiple 
parasitism with one having six females and three males of //. acutus. The 
present distribution of H. acutus is given in Fig. 1 . 

H. acutus appears to be host specific — only parasitizing leafhoppers in 
the genus Draeculacephala. As this genus is widely distributed in the U.S., 
H. acutus probably occurs throughout much of the eastern U.S. This 
parasite appears to be a potentially useful control agent for Draecula- 
cephala. During late summer 1975, some populations of these leafhoppers 
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